Social Studies 11 - Government

What is Left Wing and Right Wing?

Left Wing





Right Wing 

	- Describes ideas that are in favour of:

1. a more equal society

2. greater role for government in the lives of citizens

3. more rights for minority groups

4. seeks changes in society (progressive / liberal)

5. social benefits over individual freedoms
6. less severe punishment for crimes

7. support high levels of immigration

8. higher taxes with more government 

9. Tries to help out poor and underprivileged 

Notes:


	-Describes ideas that are in favour of:

1. traditional society

2. does not like change (conservative)

3. greater spending on the military

4. government should have a very small role in the lives of the citizens.

5. individual freedom

6.  more strict punishment for crimes

7. want to limit immigration 

8.less tax and less government

9. tries to help out large business and international trade

Notes:


Which Party Would You Join?

The Canadian Political Spectrum

Left-wing
          Left-of-centre

Centrist
Right-of-centre
           Right-wing


Below are a number of political statements. After determining whether each statement is left-wing or right-wing, complete the questionnaire by stating whether you agree or disagree with each statement and think about why. Add up how many right-wing and left-wing statements you agree with to determine how left- or right-wing you are.

Statements
1. There should be capital punishment (the death penalty) for some crimes.
  

Left-wing






Right-wing
2. Homosexuals should be allowed to get legally married.
                                                             
Left-wing






Right-wing
3. Marijuana possession should be not be illegal.

Left-wing






Right-wing

4. Healthy people should be forced to work rather than be given welfare money.

Left-wing






Right-wing 

5. Taxes should be cut even if it means government jobs will be lost.

Left-wing






Right-wing
6. Countries should not allow so many foreign people if it disrupts the culture. 


Left-wing






Right-wing
7. Canada should take fewer refugees (foreigners that need help) and make the immigration criteria more strict.    



Left-wing






Right-wing 
8. Laws that force people to employ minorities and women needs to be strengthened. 


Left-wing






Right-wing

9. University education should be free to all students. 


Left-wing






Right-wing

10. People with more money should have to pay extra taxes whenever they purchase something.


Left-wing






Right-wing 

11. Governments should make lots of rules to make sure businesses are treating their employees fairly.


Left-wing






Right-wing
12. The government should take guns away from citizens and future gun ownership should be restricted to army and police personnel.


Left-wing






Right-wing

13. Canada needs to spend more on social programs for the poor and disadvantaged in order to achieve a more equal society. 


Left-wing






Right-wing

Score:

Number of left-wing propositions agreed with: ____________

Number of right-wing propositions agreed with: ___________
The Canadian Party you think you think you would support the most: _____________________ 

51








